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A G RO U N D B R EAK I N G  A F F I N ITY G R O U P, ALU M N I  TRAV E L  OPPORTU N ITI ES, A N D  M O R E  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . 
The 1 5th b iennia l  Furman Singers 
Alumni  Reunion was held June 7-1 0 in 
C harleston, S .C .  Almost 200 Singers 
past and present took part in  the event, 
which concluded with a performance 
at Citadel Square Baptist Church as part 
of Piccolo Spoleto. 
The Singers reunion always attracts 
an enthusiastic crowd. Th is year was no 
exception, as a lumni  from the 1 940s to The reunion choir in concert at Citadel Square Baptist Church. 
the current decade participated. The size 
and loyalty of the group are due in  large part to the 
charisma and dedication of the only two di rectors 
the Singers have had - Du Pre Rhame ( 1 946-70) 
and Bing Vick ( 1 970-today). 
Aside from the Spoleto performance, the reun ion 
featured an even more noteworthy component. 
At 4:51 p.m. on Friday, June 8, a new Furman 
Club was establ ished: The Fu rman S ingers Alumni  
Association. Those of us " i n  the business" ca l l  this 
an  affinity g roup. 
The Singers are the perfect example of what an 
affinity group can be.  Most schools, inc lud ing Furman, 
group their alumni by classes and celebrate reunions 
based on their graduating year. However, many a lumni  
feel closer to specific organizations they belonged 
to d uring their college years, more so even than 
their official class. 
The S ingers Alumni  Association is Furman's first 
a lumni  affin ity group. It includes among its goals 
a desire to encourage participation in  un iversity l ife, 
serve as ambassadors for the S ingers and the un iversity, 
provide guidance and support to the current Singers, 
and promote a sense of inclusion and camaraderie 
among a l l  members of the Furman S ingers family. 
Sarah Bell '77 was elected the group's first presi­
dent. Other leaders are Rett Kendal l  '90, vice president; 
Ann Guest '75, secretary; and Maurice Brown '53,  
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treasurer. Board members are Faye Burgess Abbas '77, 
Carey Can non '00, Jeanne Saunders Davis ' 56, Carolyn 
Whatley Dennis '47, Ligon Duncan '83 and Sarah 
Weaver Herring '66.  
One of the pr imary duties of the organization 
wil l  be to keep its almost 2,000 members up  to date 
on university and music department events and plans. 
To do so, the board plans to create a newsletter 
and a Singers Web site. 
S ingers a lumni  should watch for more information 
on what promises to be a very active a lumni  group. 
> VISIT PATAG O N IA - O R  CHARLESTON 
The Alumni Office has planned two exciting travel 
opportunities for early 2008. One is a tr ip to the 
Patagonia region in Ch ile, and the other is a tour 
of Charleston, S .C ., and its surroundings.  
Join trustee chair Carl  Kohrt '65 and Frank Powel l ,  
p rofessor of health and exercise science and di rector 
of sustainabi l ity, on a visit to beautiful Patagonia 
January 1 0- 18 .  You' l l  stay at a resort developed by 
J i m  Anthony, developer of the Cliffs Commun ities 
near Furman, and enjoy eco-tourism, well ness and 
service opportun ities. 
The cost of the trip is approximately $4,000 
per person, which includes air fare from Atlanta 
and all lodging, meals and activities. 
You have not experienced a sunset 
unti l  you have seen one over the Pacific 
Ocean i n  South America . Visit the Web 
at www.furman.edu/alumni  and cl ick 
on the Travel Programs l ink to learn more. 
If you'd rather vacation in  South 
Carolina than South America, join B i l l  
Lavery, professor emeritus of history, 
for a Lowcountry " History and Culture" 
tour. Planned for March (final dates 
to be determined), the five-day tou r  wil l  
include jaunts to historical s ites and other activities. 
Visit the a lumni  Web site for cost information and 
more deta i ls .  
> CYCLING J E RS EYS AVAILABLE 
Furman's cycling team enjoyed a banner inaugu ral  
year i n  2007, winning the Southeastern Colleg iate 
Cycl ing Conference title and f in ish ing 1 Oth in  the 
nation. Of course, it didn't hurt that the squad included 
Spencer Beamer ' 1 0, a member of the U .S .  National 
U nder 23  team. 
When an article about the cycling team appeared 
in  a recent Furman newsletter, we received many cal ls 
from excited members of what is evidently a very active 
Furman cycl ing community. These a lumni  wanted 
to know how they could purchase a team jersey. 
Well, your friendly Alumni  Office has come 
through once again.  In  conjunction with H i ncapie 
Sports of Greenvil le, we are happy to offer, for sale, 
a Furman cycling jersey. Cycl ing shorts with the 
diamond F logo are also ava i lable.  
To order or see photos of the avai lable gear, 
visit the a lumni  Web site. Proceeds from the sales 
will benefit the cycl ing team.  
- TOM TRIPLITT '76 
The author is director of the Alumni Association. 
